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COMENTARIS



ENGLISH

1. Read the text. Answer the Wh- questions about the text with complete sentences and the
yes/no questions with short answers. (1,5 marks)

The Nobel Prize in Literature in 2022 was for Annie Ernaux.  She  is the 17th woman to win the
international literary distinction and the fifth in the last 10 years. Annie Ernaux is a French writer
and professor of literature. 

She was born in 1940 in Lillebonne in Normandy. A few years later her parents moved to Yvetot,
where they had a café and grocery shop in a working-class  neighbourhood.  She studied at  a
private Catholic secondary school in Yvetot, where she experienced the difference between her
working-class background and the other middle-class students. 

In 1958, at the age of eighteen, she left home for the summer to look after children in a summer
camp  and  in  1960  she  travelled  to  London  to  work  as  an  au  pair.  She  talks  about  these
experiences in  her  recent  novel  called  Mémoire de fille  (A Girl’s  Story). Then she returned to
France and studied a degree in modern literature at the universities of Rouen and Bordeaux.

Then she married and had two sons. She taught French in a secondary school in Annecy, Haute
Savoie.  In 1974 Annie published her first book,  Cleaned Out, an autobiographical novel in which
she writes about her move from working-class to middle-class culture through education and she
also narrates the illegal abortion she underwent in 1964.

In 1977 the family moved to Cergy-Pontoise, a new town in the Paris region. Ernaux left secondary
school teaching and started working at the Centre for Distance Education, where she worked for
23 years.

She got divorced in 1980. In 2000 she retired from teaching and continued writing, and in 2008 she
published The Years, considered her best production. In this book, Ernaux writes about herself in the
third person for the first time. It is the story of a woman and the evolution of the French society from
after the Second World War until the early 2000s. This book was a success and it received  several
prizes.

Her work combines historic and individual experiences, in her book A Man’s place, she describes her
parent’s social progression, in  A woman’s story,  she writes about her mother’s death, or in Simple
Passion she narrates her passionate affair with an Eastern European man.  

On 6 October 2022 she was awarded the Nobel Prize in literature “for the courage and medical
perspective with which she uncovers the roots, disaffection and collective prohibitions of personal
memory”.

VOCABULARY
• look after: cuidar
• degree: carrera 
• through: mitjançant / a través
• underwent: patir / padecer
• several: diversos / varios
• was awarded: va ser guardonada / fue galardonada
• courage: coratge / coraje
• roots: arrels / raíces



Examples: 

-  How old is Annie? She is 82 years old.

- Did she win the Nobel Prize? Yes, she did.

1. Where was Annie born? (0,25 marks)

________________________________________________________________________

2. How old was Annie when she left home?  (0,25 marks)

________________________________________________________________________

3. Does Annie have any children?  (0,25 marks)

________________________________________________________________________

4.  What did she study at university?  (0,25 marks)

________________________________________________________________________

5.  When did she publish her best production?  (0,25 marks)

________________________________________________________________________

6. Did she write about her mother’s death in her book Simple Passion?  (0,25 marks)

________________________________________________________________________

2. Find in the text a synonym for: (0,75 marks)

Example: high school - secondary school 

1. changed residence ____________
2. contemporary ____________
3. became popular ____________

3. Are the following sentences true or false? Tick the correct option: (0,75 marks)

Example: Annie is French T 

T F
In the last ten years, five women have received the Nobel Prize.
Her parents had a café and grocery shop in Lillebonne.
She was 23 years in her last job.



4. Write the correct option. (1,5 marks)

Example: Annie never plays the piano TO PLAY - PLAYED -PLAYING - PLAYS 

1. _______ did you travel? By plane. Who How What Where
2. There isn’t ___ train at seven. any a an some
3. Kate sold ___ house yesterday. its your her his
4. How much ____ is there in the fridge? apples books milk eggs
5. The film starts ___ half past eight. in on to at
6. I like ____ thriller series on TV. watching watch watched watches
7. Jason ____ works until late. Only twice a week. never always usually sometimes
8. She left the shopping ___ the kitchen table. in on over in front
9. Annie is a very good writer, but she ____ sing. cannot can is likes
10. My neighbour ____ to work every morning. ran run runs runned

5. Complete the table. (1,5 marks)

AFFIRMATIVE FORM NEGATIVE FORM  INTERROGATIVE FORM
Ex.: Emma has breakfast at 7am Emma doesn’t have breakfast at 7am. Does Emma have breakfast at 7am?

Ellie can play the piano.
That jacket wasn’t my favourite.

My cousins made a cake for my 
birthday.

Do you like surfing the net?
This book is very interesting.

6. Write the correct option in each communicative situation. (1 mark)

 It’s opposite the bank. – I’m fine, thank you. – It’s six thirty. – I’m sorry, I am afraid we don’t. - They
are $2,50. – Yes, they are. – Not much, it was a bit boring. – It was a warm day.

Example: 

A: Where is the supermarket? B: It’s opposite the bank 

1 A How much are those oranges? B
2 A Do you have a smaller size for that skirt? B
3 A What’s the time? B
4 A What was the weather like yesterday? B
5 A Did you like the book? B

7. Answer these questions about you with a complete sentence. (1 mark)

Example: Who is your favourite writer? My favourite writer is Agatha Christie.

1. What time do you usually get up?

2. What do you like having for breakfast?

3. Where did you go on holiday?



4. When were you born?

5. Did you read a book last weekend?

8. Choose ONE topic and write a text (a minimum of 50 words). (2 marks)

a) Do you like reading? What was the last book you read? Do you have a favorite book? Can you
describe the characters and the main story?

b)  Do you prefer digital books or paper books? What are the advantages and disadvantages of
reading on paper  or  on a digital  device? Do you  listen to podcasts? What topics do you like
listening to?

PUNTUACIÓ D'ANGLÉS


